PA ADULT EDUCATION
ADVOCATES WANT $7M BOOST
AS WAIT LISTS GROW

] By Anthony Hennen,
| The Center Square
After dramatic in-
| creases in spending on
2| K-12 education, some
| advocates hope to geta
“rounding error” boost
for adult education,
programs which they say get overlooked.

“It's an area of education that we don’t
necessarily think enough about up here,”
Rep. Peter Schweyer, D-Allentown, said
during a House Education Committee
hearing last month. “This is something
that falls through the cracks. We have to
start elevating this conversation, so we
are able to find additional support.”

Adult education ranges from helping
people earn their GED and prepare for
college to learning English and gaining a
credential.

“What I want to share today is the
importance of considering education and
workforce development as the same,”
Rochelle Cooks, director of workforce
solutions at Beyond Literacy in
Philadelphia, said. “Adult education sits
between K-12 and college initiatives.

It’s an often-overlooked sector — and yet
it’s one that trains up our job seekers to
make sure theyre able to get family-
sustaining wages.”

(Continued on page 40)

Helping Your Business
Bank on a Smile;

Since 1873, business owners have counted
on JBT to help them build, improve, acquire,
and streamline. JBT's combination of personal
service and easy-to-use Business
Solutions are helping more people
Bank on a Smile® every day.

Robesonia 610-693-4584

Carolann Westendorp  Ephrata 717-733-JBT1
717-274-5180 Ext. 4005 Lititz 717-568-8488
cwestendorp@jbt.bank Manheim 717-664-0190
NMLS#615524 Plus 8 More Smiling Communities!

Berks

Keisure Aiving

“WE'RE FROM THE OLD SCHOOL”

1399 Fairview Dr, Leesport
(The Former Bern Elementary School)
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Affordable Personal Care
Studio * Private * Semi-Private

Room Prices Starting at

$2,250/Month

PLEASE CALL TODAY

for the Best Choice
in Personal Care!

610-916-8833

www.BerksLeisure.com
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Our Personal Care
Home Features:

|

* Nice Size Individual Rooms.

* Home Style Atmosphere with
Daily Home Cooked Meals

» Courteous Resident-Friendly
& Professional Staff.

* Respite Care Available.
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Please Help the

| Schuylkill River Heritage Center

' Recreate the Historic |
Phoenix Wheel.

Once it has been restored, the wheel will be
installed next to the French Creek Trail.
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Please send your donation to:
Schuylkill River Heritage Center,
PO Box 427, Phoenixville, PA 19460

Or go to our website:
www.phoenixvillefoundry.org to make a
donation through Give Butter or PayPal.

Be Part of the

Bigger Picture!

The Pottstown Rotary Club Wants You!
Join Rotary’s 1.2 million neighbors, friends,
leaders, and problem-solvers who see
a world where people unite and take action
to create lasting change — across the globe,
in our communities, and in ourselves.

Please call Amira Heim
at 610.416.2999 to learn more!
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Visit www.pottstownrotary.org

WILL OMLOR

What Is EOS?

The Entrepreneurial Operating System (EOS) is designed to
help owners, leaders, and managers of entrepreneurial
companies address these common frustrations:

THE E©S MODEL®

+ Lack of control — over time, markets, or the company

« People — who don't listen, understand, or follow through

« Profit — there's not enough of it

+ Growth — they can’t seem to break through to the next level

Using a simple set of powerful, practical tools, leaders learn to run their
businesses more efficiently and effectively to experience more consistent
growth — and have freedom to pursue other passions!

2 Ways to Learn About EOS

o Request a free copy of Traction by Gino Wickman
= Contact me to request a free copy of the book that started it all,
Traction by Gino Wickman, creator of EOS.

o Schedule a free 90-Minute overview of EOS
= This session is designed for the leadership team of an entrepreneurial
company. During the meeting | will paint a clear picture of the system
to help the team decide whether to move forward with EOS.

Will Omlor

Professional EOS Implementer®

610.425.2582 E='=
et

willomlor@eosworldwide.com
 www.eosworldwide.com/will-omlor

ENTREPRENEURIAL

£ 2021 EOS Worldwide. Al rights resenved.
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Cooks argued people don't lack
motivation — what’s holding them back
is their lack of credentials that get in the
way. Missing out on occupational
training or not having the right tech skills,
for example, holds people back.

“Adultlearners are vital to the prosper-
ity of Pennsylvania and our economy,”
she said. “The return on investment
when you support adult literacy
programs goes into higher employment
rates, lower reliance on social services, a
more competitive workforce, and an
increase in consumer spending power.”

Advocates want a $7 million boost for
adult education funding in next year’s
budget to bring total spending to $30
million by fiscal year 2026-27.

“It won’t take much to expand the
capacity of adult education,” said
Michael Lamb, a board member of
Literacy Pittsburgh. “That’s not even a
rounding error in the Department of
Education’s budget. With your support,
we can make the modest investment and
move more working-aged adults into
meaningful work while helping our
employers fill job openings.”

Current programs can’t meet demand,
Lamb argued. Every month, 400 people

are on Literacy Pittsburgh’s waiting list.
Other testifiers noted they had more than
1,700 people on a waiting list in Allentown
and more than 2,000 in Reading.

In Pittsburgh, the majority of students
are immigrants, who are held back from
fully contributing to the economy. Other
Pennsylvania cities have a high demand
for those programs from immigrants, too.

“Over the last five years, the literacy
center has tripled the number of students
served and typically helps 1,500 students
per year,” Jen Doyle, CEO of the Literacy
Center in Allentown, said. “A large
percentage of our ESL students attended
college and have work experience from
their home countries. With additional
ESL classes, more of these adults could
return to their professional fields — this
would unleash a gold mine of talent and
skills for Pennsylvania employers.”

Though the potential gains are real,
state funding isn’t the only issue. Instead,
it’s making sure people can access classes
and programs. “In adult education,
reducing barriers is huge,” Cooks said.

Those barriers are often practical
problems, like having transportation to
classes or finding a babysitter to provide
childcare.
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