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EMBRACE 
THE UNKNOWN

By Peter Cisick, CLU,
Chartered Financial
Consultant, Cisick
Planning
Finance is often por-
trayed as a matter of
perfect prediction —
spreadsheets, models,
and forecasts that

promise clarity amid uncertainty. Yet the
truth is far gentler and, paradoxically,
more powerful: the strongest approaches
accept mystery rather than fight it.

Often, the quest for optimization leads
to paralysis rather than confidence.

The reality is that one mystery governs
all our planning: the future is unknow-
able. Economic trends, market shifts,
personal circumstances — they all defy
complete prediction. Once we accept that
mystery, our focus can shift from trying
to control the uncontrollable to building
resilient paths forward.

With that spirit in mind, here are three
guiding practices for navigating your
financial life.

First, set up robust systems — but
accept their limits. Remember, no system
anticipates every outcome, but a sound
one bends rather than breaks.

Second, focus on what you can control
— your savings rate, spending habits,
and self-discipline — letting go of what
you can’t: the markets or timing of
economic cycles.

Third, hold your plans lightly. The
point of planning isn’t prediction; it’s
preparation to help us stay oriented
when the landscape changes.

Embracing the unknown doesn’t
mean abandoning strategy; it means
trading the illusion of certainty for a
deeper, steadier confidence. In doing so,
we become better decision-makers and
calmer investors — ready not for what
we think will happen, but for whatever
actually does.

For additional information, please 
call 610.247.6842 or email: petercisick@
petercisick.com, and visit www.cisickplan
ning.com.


