GRANTS

Making a Dif

By Mary E. Chown, Owner, MECA (Mary E. Chown Advising)
Certified Grants Management Specialist, SBRA Member
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I always wanted to positively change the world — I just
didn't know exactly how. After serving in various
capacities within a diverse array of social service agencies
for 17 years, I was hooked on making a difference in the

lives of others. But how could I make the biggest impact on the greatest

number of persons in my lifetime? That was the ultimate question.

The answer —

I started MECA in 2017 in response to
the great need for finding and securing
grant funding. The money is out there,
but how to find it, how to develop a solid
project and a competitive application,
and how to manage funds once awarded
is challenging and time consuming.
Nonprofit agencies all over the County
are providing amazing services and
support for so many people in our
communities, and they do it all with very
limited resources. By utilizing the
education, talents, skills and background
I have acquired over many years in the
non-profit world, I am able to assist these

It's a Community FUNdraising Event!

fundraising, grant writing and nonprofit consulting.

nonprofit agencies to advance their
effectiveness and secure a sustainable
future. It's the most rewarding job
imaginable!

Nationally certified Grants Manage-
ment Specialists excel in guiding govern-
ment grant applications and ensuring ap-
propriate award management. By
assessing organizational readiness for
these large and often complicated grants,
Irealized that many leaders, Boards, staff
and agencies needed guidance to build a
stronger foundation for not only the grant
project, but for the whole organization.

(Continued on page 26)

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY'! oON SALE THRU 10/16

SOCIAL

A portion of the ticket sales to benefit The Salvation Army

COCKTAIL PARTY & SILENT AUCTION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
5-8PM SUNNYBROOK BALLROOM POTTSTOWN, PA $75/PERSON
COCKTAILS LIGHT HORS D*OEUVRES SILENT AUCTION RAFFLES
Order tickets online today at: hitps:/ /bit.ly /2TBwVfO
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KING OF PRUSSIA

BE YOUR OWN
SUPERHERO

CHOOSE TO FLY

BOOK WITH US TODAY

290 Goddard Boulevard
King of Prussia, PA 19406

(610) 595-4359

sales.kingofprussia@iflyworld.com

Please mention you saw our ad
in Route 422 Business Advisor!
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Need Some Help Growing Your Business?

Small Business
\SOURZF

RETAIN STAFF - BECOME THE EMPLOYER OF CHOICE

AFFORDABLE HEALTH INSURANCE

EXCEED YOUR SALES GOALS

DEVELOP A MARKETING PLAN THAT WORKS

. \‘ « \COST SAVING ADVERTISING PROGRAMS & MORE

Join TODAY at

. > SBRAssociation.org

A BUSY 12 MONTHS AT BRODE & BROOKS, INC.

We will feature some of our Commercial/ Industrial/ Investment Properties for
your review below — but first we would like to tell you about some of the unusual
transactions we have completed over the past 12 months:

The settlement of 18+ acres on Leesport Road zoned Light Industrial in Ontelaunee
Township, Berks County.

The settlement of 60 acres zoned Planned Business/ Office/ Industrial on Monocacy Hill
Rd and Limekiln Rd in Amity Township.

The leasing of the iconic FARMERS BANK Building at the corner of Route 29 and
Route 663 in Pennsburg to a security company from California.

The settlemenmt of the Globe Inn, a 17 room bed and breakfast, in East Greenvile, Pa.

We have placed under contract 60 acres zoned light industrial and flex office in Pottstown
Borough and West Pottsgrove Township........\We have placed under contract 37 acres
zoned Light Industrial Commercial on Route 663 in Upper Hanover Township.

WE HAVE FOR SALE THE FOLLOWING:

58 Acres zoned Light Industrial in Bedminster Township, Bucks County for $4,500,000.

96 Acres zoned Agricultural in Bedminster Township, Bucks County for $2,300,000

A 5,100 SF industrial facilty for investment in Boyertown, Pa. fully leased for $395,000

A9 room bed & breakfast inn with full resturant and hotel liquor license in Central
Montgomery County for $1,000,000.

An 11,550 SF future condo unit approved for 13 apartments in Red Hill, Pa for $825,000.

A 21,000 SF two building former automotive showroom and service garage on 4.5
acres with frontage on Route 100 in Palm, Pa. $990,000

i FOR INFORMATION ON ANY
:‘le?]:‘sablzrgtr;:t 18073 OF THE ABOVE — PLEASE CALL
215-679-4200 BRODE{;BROOKS

REALTORS

215-679-4200

www.BrodeAndBrooks.com
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MECA Services include, but are not
limited to, strategic, business, and capital
project planning, operational and finan-
cial health assessment and consulting,
operations and performance improve-
ment, risk management, and of course
strategic fundraising and grant proposals.

As I work with multiple

My work continuously validates the
effective spirit of compassion and
cooperation. In the words of Mother
Teresa: “I alone cannot change the
world, but I can cast a stone across the
waters to create many ripples.”

Grant research and writing is a world
of its own and an extremely

organizations, I clearly and Small Business challenging task for first-time

continuously see the intense NSOURCF

commitment each and every
agency has to making a tangible
difference in the lives of
others. I am truly grateful to

be able to participate in

new and exciting projects,

seekers. There is plenty of
funding available, but the
process and procedures

are a mystery to most. Seek
professional ~ help, the
rewards speak for themselves.
Over the past two years,

historic preservations, large ”saclm“\ MECA has not only grown

scale health projects

impacting thousands, and smaller scale
services that are desperately needed to
fill gaps. I have also witnessed the
power of collective impact to advance a
humanitarian cause. I believe that by
working with each other, instead of
competing against each other, non-
profits are able to facilitate and ignite
partnerships that better steward
financial and human resources, increase
agency reach, and create an immense
positive impact for those in need.

but evolved to meet the
needs of agencies in Berks County,
throughout the state of Pennsylvania,
and around the world. I am committed
to working as tirelessly as those around
me and believe that together, we will
positively change the world — Mission
accomplished!

Mary E. Chown of, MECA (Mary E. Chown
Advising) is a Certified Grants Management
Specialist, and a member of Small Business
Resource Association. More information visit
mecadvising.com and sbrassociation.org

V20N

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR 422business.com and 422bizmag.com

OCTOBER 2019




