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Steve Ladner Photography
I have been a commercial photogra-

pher all of my life, and I am grateful that I
have been able to sustain myself as an
artist doing what I love to do. It all began
when a series of fortuitous circumstances
after graduating college (nYU) inspired
me to develop my skills as an amateur
photographer into what became a 25-year
career as a fashion photographer in nYC.
Photography seemed like a way to earn a
living doing something artistic that I
loved. It was play in the beginning, and
having no expertise at the time, that mind
set allowed me to experiment freely. I was
almost immediately given a chance by an
industry looking for new talent, which
was unexpected and amazing to me, and
I began working for magazines like GQ,
Harper’s Bazaar, Town & Country, French
Vogue, and cosmetic clients like Revlon,
Estee Lauder, and Chanel. Then I had to
get serious and taught myself the finer
points of the craft.

I got married and had two beautiful
little girls. While they were still very young
(1.5 and three years old), I decided to move
to Paris, France, because I loved the creativ-
ity I saw in the fashion magazines there. I
stayed for seven years, and my girls
became temporarily French, attending a
Waldorf school, and only speaking French
to each other by the end of our stay. 

As a family we had many amazing and
sometimes challenging experiences. I was
so glad my girls had that life, and I believe
they would say the same thing. My
family includes my daughter Jackie and
her two-year-old son, Jack, and my
daughter Sarah, and her 13-year-old
daughter, Sophia. We are all very close
but they do not live near me. I am still
close friends with their mother Marilyn,
and she lives in Florida.

Jumping ahead a number of years, no
longer shooting fashion, but continuing to
photograph commercially, I decided my
new York life and experience had come
to its natural conclusion. I moved to West
Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, and eventually
arrived in the Chester Springs area —
specifically Birchrunville.

I live alone on a 20-acre horse farm. I
feel very grateful to be living in this
beautiful countryside after living for so
many years in a big city. At this point in
my life, I welcome the peace far from the
madding crowd. I have entered a new
period in my life and career as a profes-
sional photographer. The journey I am on
now is a process of letting go of
judgements of the past, letting go of
whatever no longer serves me, letting go
of expectations for the future, and
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welcoming the unknown with a perspec-
tive of unlimited possibility. 

I live with my two sibling cats, Bodhi
and Zoey. Living in a close relationship
with animals like I never had before has
taught me so much about communicating
on an energetic level. I appreciate their
presence and essence and have learned
their language. This animal family has
become something really interesting and
unique for me. 

As a photographer, my years of experi-
ence allows me to trust my technique and
pay attention to the moment and the
creative ideas that come to me as I play and
interact with whoever or whatever I am

photographing. I am inspired by the beauty
I see in everything and everyone. Portrait
and headshot sessions with me are fun and
relaxed. I will coach you to be your best,
your authentic self, resulting in engaging
and dynamic images. And over the last 15
years, I have mastered shooting real estate,
interiors and exteriors, for listings, or any
purpose. Website: https://steveladner.com.

In addition to my work as a photogra-
pher, I have created a collection of mixed
media artwork. This work has been
inspired by new perspectives and new
directions as I continue to grow as an
artist. The art can be seen here:
https://steve-ladner.pixels.com.


