FOOT TRAFFIC IS
THE KEY TO
CITIES SURVIVAL

By Barry Cassidy

DownTOWN MARKETING & DEVELOPMENT

As cities continue to come back from the pandemic,
Center City Philadelphia is trying to track the foot
traffic in relation to pre-pandemic 2019. Their recent
study shows that it is about 77 percent of what would

have been considered normal before Covid-19.

That number has been bolstered by the
return of office workers with a three-day
regiment sometime after January 2022.
The highest activity has been Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday when office
workers from Comcast Towers returned.
My wife works at Temple and is on a
four-day shift, so I know that in some
situations that companies varied how the
return of office workers was to be
implemented.

Retail occupancy has increased to
about 80.5 percent, which is a plus for
landlords with office vacancies on the
upper floors. Gone are the Gaps, Banana
Republics, the Aldo, Talbots, and Ann

Taylors of the world. As these national
retailers pulled out of center city, there
have been opportunities opened up for
local people.

The Center City District identified
many businesses as “digitally native
brands.” These businesses were online
based in Philly and have decided to
secure a physical storefront. Many of
those new businesses are clothing
concepts that were hit online and, in most
cases, have a purchaser following. I
would suppose enough of a following
that they could take advantage of a
distressed retail rental market.

(Continued on page 52)
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FOR SALE: Thriving Online Floor Covering Business

Features:
e Offering Price:
® Revenue 2021:

® Employees:

$995,000
$3,475,000
3FT; 1PT
® Geographic Region:
® Real Estate (Owned):
® Order Logistics:

® Brand Recognition:
® Niche:

® Highly Ranked:

® Products:

Based in Tri-State area; Nationwide coverage

Compact office & inventory space — less than 1K ft’
98+% drop-shipped directly from suppliers

Trademarked name; 20-yr successful track-record
Established niche presence with longevity

4.8 Customer Rating ShopperApproved & A+ w/ BBB
Robust online selections of over 130,000+ SKUs

NETWORK

Your Hometown Station...
We’re Home For You!

NOW OFFERING:
e Streaming on Three Channels. 247

® Unbeatable Pricing for Commercial
Productions and Airtime

e Webisode Productions
e Internet Placement

e Live Remote Broadcasts at The
Location of Your Choice

* Local Sports Advertising Packages

"G+ JellisVision ) 3%
ThePGTUNet

® Suppliers: Transferable relationships, domestic & overseas

® E-Commerce Platform: Hosted on leading platform & fully responsive

For more information contact:
Mike McCarthy: 484-769-8225; mmccarthy@vrmarathon.com

Need assistance in other areas of your business? Ask about our sister

ThePGTVNetwork @gmail.com - 610.327.1866
O

company Marathon Business Advisory Services.
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STEVE LADNER
PHOTOGRAPHY

www.steveladner.com

Published in GQ, Harpers Bazaar, French Vogue,

Esquire, ads for Revlon, Chanel, and more.

I now live and work in the Chester Springs area.
Headshots: business and social media
Portraits: individual and famlly
Real Estate photography.

_[@xmm L

contact: 917-584-4503
photo@steveladner.com

4JTony Joe's

Landscaping Service

Our Services are

We are a full service landscape
and lawn maintenance company
setving the needs of homeowner's
landscaping projects large or small.

tonyandjoeslandscapedesl n.com
Ph: 610.775.5380 | E: tomnog:l.ouuauaol com *
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The Power.of Touch

Relieve Stress ¢ Enhance Mood

Improve Sleep * Increase Energy ¢ Reduce Pain
Lower Blood Pressure ¢ Improve Flexibility

Increase Immunity e Flush Toxins * Improve Alertness
Prevent Injuries * Improve Muscle Tone

Improve Posture ¢ Improve Skin Tone

Medlically Proven And Accepted
Massage-The Natural Anti-Aging Therapy

Bringing It To You—
Home, Office or Hotel

M&m&ge Tﬁem@

Personal Training

Charles Peeples, LMT, NCTMB, NSCA-PT, CSCS

610.324.3306 (cell)

teamvalkyries@teamvalkyries.org * chesterspringsmassage.com
1611 Kimberton Road, Phoenixville, PA 1946

The report also outlines that entertain-
ment concepts are being tried and will
attempt to fill in where appropriate. In
addition, I am sure there are many
commercial kitchens available in the
center city ground floor retail inventory
so there will not need to be a great
upfront investment utilizing the fully
equipped rental.

As I found out when I managed the
South Street District, there is a lot of
neighborhood interaction because of the
high-density housing in the city. People
use downtown for everyday goods and
services. I have not seen the number of
businesses that went out of business. Still,
I would suppose other than hospitality,
most businesses heavily relied on office
foot traffic.

I know some offices have rearranged
functions in the existing space, even
though the office employees are back,
and they do not need as much space. As
these leases end, there will be another
wave of downsizing office space. This
will put more pressure on retail leasing
and the development of alternate uses for
some of the buildings. There will be a
transition period, but with interest rates
are rising, I am unsure how long it will

take to have the space transformed to
productive use. There could be changes
from office to residential, perhaps an
upper floor ground-breaking entertain-
ment use, or storage facilities.

In the report, there was no reflection
concerning the violence in the city. The
violence in the commercial area is big
news reported nationally. Still, when you
look at a case like Pennsylvania Rep. Mary
Gay Scanlon being carjacked at gunpoint
in FDR Park, you are talking about
Southwest Philly. My wife’s texts concern-
ing shootings and violence near Temple
indicate that many violent incidents are in
residential neighborhoods.

The Center City District has boosted
security, but most of that is related to
break-ins of businesses. Throwing a rock
through a window and grabbing the cash
registers or some sophisticated scheme
seems more prevalent than gun crime.

With the notable exception of the
South Street shootings, most gun crime
appears in North Philadelphia and
Southwest Philadelphia. Both of these
areas have hyper-segregation of low-
income and minorities. Real Estate
redlining and steering have clustered all
poor people and minorities in their own
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PREPARATORY DAY SCHOOL

59 W. 8th Street, Pottstown, PA 19464

Quality,
individualized
care and
education
for the
child you
love!

484.624.5094 + www.rosegardenprep.com
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2 Installa t:on &
Mamtenance

L&VDﬁC&‘PWG; we,

Creative Design, Installation & Maintenance

610.948.3320 &

BAUERLANDSCAPING.COM
155 Hill Church Rd. Spring City, PA 19475

We’re BETTER because we’re DIFFERENT! Other Services

PA Contractor #068471

CaII us today for a
FREE estlmate'

Seasonal Services

= Spring & Fall Cleanup

* Lawn Mowing &
Maintenance

» Shrub & Tree Trimming

» Seed and Sod Installation

» Complete & Balanced

Fertilization
» Edging and Mulching
= Snow Removal

* Fire Pits

= Qutdoor Kitchens & Fire Places
= Patios / Walks / Walls
» Paver Restoration

+ Creative Masonry

= Natural Stone Walls

= Stone Veneer

» Flagstone

= Boulders

» Qutdoor Lighting

» Grading & Drainage

» Excavation

‘Q Accredited See our reviews on

54 Business Angies list

BBB Rating: A+

sections. Clustering many people with
little or no money in one area is not a good
practice. The people living in downtown
center city have more resources than
those living in a high-poverty area.
Whether it is access to food or availability
of services, it is better to live in Center City
than it is to live in North Philly.

I am sure there are good aspects of
North and Southwest Philadelphia but
people are being shot at recreation centers
and schools. Gun violence in these
neighborhoods does not provide an
amenity for residents, but instead, makes
them dangerous.

There is a need de-cluster low-income
people. There is a need to de-cluster
minorities, and instead, we continue to

Promote your business in the
Route 422 Business Advisor!

(_.:all (610) 323-6253

enact policies that appease people of color
and low-income people with some relief
for the fact they have to live in a hell hole.
Sophisticated Tax Credit programs make
the developer have increased density in
an already too-dense minority/low-
income area. To secure the credits, you
must create a real estate deal with no
market value.

The answer is to move the minorities
and low-income individuals to other
locations where other low-income people
do not surround them. If you wake up in
the morning and are black and walk
around your neighborhood, as the
normal course of business, and see no
white people... or if you are white and see
no people of color, you have a problem
with the make-up of your neighborhood.
If you live in Center City, Philadelphia,
you see both.

I do not view Center City Philadelphia
as a dangerous place and I would hope
that the move toward remote work could
be mitigated in a proper manner. The staff
at the Center City District is taking an
active role in an attempt to restore some
semblance of normality, and appears to
be making a difference.

Barry Cassidy is a freelance grant and economic de-
velopment consultant. He can be reached at bar-
rycassidy@comcast.net.

DAXXIFY™

IS AT YOUNG MEDICAL SPA

We are excited to be one of the TOP 1% of Revance
customers in the nation to have early access to Daxxify™.

The first and only peptide-powered, LONG=LASTING

frown line treatment is now available at our medical spal
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YoungMedicalSpa.com
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