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At TriCounty Home Health and
Hospice, we often get cards, letters, and
phone calls from our patients and their
families sharing how they wish they had
known about our home health services
sooner. We understand that making
decisions about the care that’s right for you
or your loved ones may be difficult, so we
want to share more information on two
options available to you: home healthcare
and hospice – both available in the comfort
of your own home. Both help patients and
their families live life on their own terms.
While each service provides excellent,
skilled care in the home, they have distinct
advantages and serve unique purposes.

Home Health
Home health includes a wide range of

healthcare services, provided in the comfort
of patients’ homes, for illness, injury,
recovery from surgery, or management of a
chronic condition. Home health services are
short-term in nature and must be provided
to homebound individuals with a skilled
need as ordered by their physician. Care
teams include a registered nurse, home
health aide, and social worker. Home

health services cover any team members’
visits, therapies, and medical supplies
recommended by the physician.

Home health helps prevent unnecessary
re-hospitalizations, helps patients maintain
their independence, and improves health
and quality of life. It is an effective and
affordable solution for many patients’
post-acute care needs and situations.

TriCounty Home Health and Hospice
Your Care, Your Choice
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Home health is 100 percent covered by
Medicare fee-for-service, and Medicaid
and private insurance provide some cov-
erage with coinsurance or deductibles that
may apply. Because home health is tempo-
rary in nature, hospice teams often collab-
orate with home health teams – at the end
of a home health episode – to ensure a
seamless transition to the next level of care.

Hospice 
Hospice is so much more than what

most people think. The hospice benefit
provides comprehensive, person-centered
care from an interdisciplinary care team 
in the comfort of patients’ homes. A care
team may include a physician, nurse prac-
titioner, registered nurse, social worker,
chaplain, hospice aide, dietician, therapist,
volunteer, and bereavement coordinator.

Many people refuse hospice because
they believe it is a place; it is not – hospice
is a philosophy of care provided wher-
ever patients call home. Hospice does not
require a fulltime caregiver; our care
teams coordinate community resources to
help keep patients at home as long as 
possible, and then find alternative loca-
tions for patients to receive care when
home is no longer an option.

The hospice benefit covers more serv-
ices than the home health benefit, like
medications, supplies, and equipment. But
to qualify for hospice, a patient must have
a prognosis of six months or less. For those
who are eligible to receive it, hospice is 100
percent covered by Medicare, Medicaid,
and most private insurers. Anyone can
refer a patient to hospice services.

Bring in the Experts
If you think home health or hospice

may be right for you, but still have more
questions, we are happy to help. Call us
today at 855.237.0195 to speak directly
with one of our team members. We want
to help you and your loved ones get the
care you need and deserve.


