OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND
FOR SHARPENING YOUR
SMALL BUSINESS SKILLS

Very few people begin the process of building a small business with a full

knowledge of all the skills required for success. Even those who extensive
experience or education in business management still need to bring them-
selves up to speed on the added responsibilities of entrepreneurship—
taxissues, employee management, business development, accounting, etc.

Fortunately, the range of small busi-
ness-oriented learning opportunities and
training programs has never been
broader for veteran and novice entrepre-
neurs alike. Seeking help is simply smart.
No business owner can be adept at every
aspect of operating successfully. Plus,
conditions change, so keeping yourself
informed is vital to long-term success.

The single most popular program in
America is probably the SBA Small
Business Training Network/E-Business
Institute, which registers nearly a million
users at its Web site each year. The Small

online courses, workshops, publications,
learning tools, information resources and
access to electronic counseling and other
types of technical help. For details on the
Small Business Training Network, go to
www.sba.gov and click “Training” under
the site’s Services section.

Free online courses are offered on
about 75 topics in areas such as business
startup, growing your business, home-
based business and re-engineering your
skills. Sample titles include: Growth
Strategies;  Analyzing  Profitability;
Building Your Brand; and, Understanding
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Speck’s Drive-In (610) 489-2110
“Chliicken at its fenest!”

3969 Ridge Pike, Collegeville, PA 19426

GROASTED www.speckschicken.com

m[il Family owned and operated since 1953
Hours: * Broasted Chicken -« Sides
Mon — Fri 10am — 9pm + Sandwiches * Milkshakes
Saturday 11am — 9pm * Soups + Kid's meals
Sunday 12:00pm — 8pm + Salads + Party Orders

Business Training Network is a Web-  Business Insurance.

based conglomerate that can link you to (Continued on page 46)
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O’Donnell, Weiss & Mattei, P.C.

Your Life. Your Business. Your Law Firm.

The OWM Law Business, Banking & Real Estate Team:
James C. Kovaleski, Michael B. Murray, Jr., John A. Koury, Jr., Gary L. Stein,
David A. Megay, Joseph K. Koury

OWM Business Lawyers handle all phases of Business including Start-up or Purchase,
Contract Negotiations, Financing, Employment Issues, Succession Planning & Dissolution.
OWM Real Estate Attorneys handle Commercial Development, Residential Transactions,
Tax Assessment Appeals, Title Insurance, Municipal, Zoning & Land Use.
Whatever your legal needs are, OWM is ready to be part of your team!

Pottstown: ESE Phoenixville:
41 E. High Street ] 347 Bridge Street, Ste. 200
Pottstown, PA 19464 (5 Phoenixville, PA 19460

610-323-2800 610-917-9347

A3

Proudly serving craft beer
and locally sourced food.

1161 Ridge Road
Pottstown, PA 19465
(610) 469-6419

hareshillbrewingco.com

@ @hareshillbrewing
@ @hareshillbrewing

% BREWING CO. ¢
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5] www.gracies21stcentury.com
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Ao 215t Century Cafe’ & Catering 610-323-4004
- CIVILIZED DINING
1!

in the Country
‘ ’ “A Restaruant Like No Other”
D r

1534 Manatawny Road,

Find facebook
nd us on - at Gracie's 21 Century Cafe and Gatering - " )0 crg

Famous for
Hand-Carved
Beef &
Home-made
Snapper Soup!

Euncheons

 “LUNCHEONS - DINNERS
BEER - COCKTAILS

CALL 610.323.6253 TO PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS IN THE DINING GUIDE
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Your trusted source for top quality
floors and installation since 1994!

» Excellent relationships with suppliers.

» Knowledgeable and Helpful staff.

* Highest quality products.

* In-house design consultants.

* All the latest styles.

* In stock Carpet and Luxury Vinyl for fast service.
+ All installers have minimum 10 years’ experience.
*» Low price guarantee.

Stop by our showroom to see the variety of products we carry
from Armstrong, COREtec, Marazzi Tile, American Olean,
Daltile, Shaw Floors, Mohawk Flooring, and more!

Carpet
Hardwood

Laminate
Tile
Luxury Vinyl
Waterproof
Vinyl
Natural Stone
Glass Tile
Metal Tile
Solid Surface
Area Rugs
Kitchen & Bath

STONEY CREEK
<& RENTALS:

EQUIPMENT RENTALS © SALES * SERVICE

872 Park Road
Blandon, PA 19510

ﬁ Find us on
Facebook

Serving Southeastern Pennsylvania since 1998, Stoney Creek Rentals has
been offering an extensive inventory of quality tool and equipment rentals for
a variety of jobs at reasonable prices. In addition to our construction
equipment hauling services, we also offer equipment sales, parts, and
contractor supplies as well as repair services.

610.926.4567 + www.stoneycreekrentals.com

Ask SCORE

(Continued from page 45)

We strive to provide our customers with the best products at the best prices. We
know you have an abundance of vendors and retailers, both in store and online,
where you can purchase tile carpet, laminate, vinyl, and hardwood flooring products.
We want to be your first choice when it comes to carpet and flooring products in the
Pottstown, Collegeville, Reading communities, and surrounding areas.

Hours
Monday-Friday 10am - 6pm
Saturday 10am - 4pm + Sunday Closed

(610) 323-8881

www.garysflooringdepot.com
237 West High Street, Pottstown, PA 19464

The Tools section of www.sba.gov
gives you access to an extensive library of
articles, podcasts, and Web chats on
various small business issues.

Local SBA-sponsored training events
are offered nationwide. These range from
breakfast talks on local economic
conditions, to brown-bag networking
lunches, loan seminars, startup
workshops and free business assessments.
Simply go the Local Resources section of
www.sba.gov and click your state on the
Web site map for a calendar listing dates
and event details in your area. You can
also sign up for free newsletters issued by
your state SBA office.

In addition, dozens of top colleges and
universities offer business training
courses you can take online or in more
traditional classroom environments.
Most require a fee, and some may have
educational prerequisites. Advisors at
the individual schools will help you
identify one or more courses that are best
suited to your needs.

To learn more about training opportu-
nities your small business, contact SCORE
“Counselors to America’s Small Business.”
SCORE is a nonprofit organization of
more than 10,500 volunteer business

counselors who provide free, confidential
business counseling and  training
workshops to small business owners. Call
610.327.2673 for the Pottstown SCORE
chapter, or find a counselor online at
www.pottstownscore.org.

Since 1964, SCORE “Mentors to America’s
Small Business” has helped more than 11 million
aspiring entrepreneurs and small business
owners through mentoring and business
workshops. More than 10,000 volunteer
business mentors in over 250 chapters serve their
communities through entrepreneur education
dedicated to the formation, growth and success
of small businesses. For more information about
starting or operating a small business, call
1.800.634.0245 for the SCORE chapter nearest
you. Visit SCORE at www.score.org.

For more information about starting or operat-
ing a small business, contact SCORE TriCounty,
https://tricounty.score.org/content/find-mentor-
183.

Today at SCORE, we are on the frontline
fighting to keep Main Street America in business.
If you believe that you can help a small business
with your experience, advice and mentoring
please think about joining us. Email us at tricoun-
ty@scorevolunteer.org, call us at 610.327.2673,
or to learn more. To submit an application to be
a SCORE TriCounty volunteer, visit our website at
https:/tricounty.score.org/become-volunteer-2.
SCORE is funded in part through a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S.
Small Business Administration. All opinions, conclusions, and/or recommen-

dations expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the SBA.
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Tony:Joe's

Landscaping Service

Our Services are

he needs of homeowner's

!.andschaping projects large or small.

tonyandjoeslandscapedesié;l.-com il
Ph: 610.775.5380! | E: toninog1014@aol.com
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